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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


From the Missionary Register. 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE LEICESTER- 
SHIRE ASSOCIATION, 


The Rev: John Fry entered, at large, 
into the principle on which Missions to 
the Heathen should be conducted. 
Whatever might be our conclusions, 
from mere speculation and argument, 
respecting the possibility of their sal- 
vauion without the knowledge of 
Christ, the Gospel seems to have pre- 
cluded all such speculations, by de- 
claring that there ts none other name 
undcr heaven piven among men where- 
In all Missiona- 
ry Exertions, however, regard must be 
had to the Sovereignty of God; and 
we must look to his good pleasure, as 
alone calling them forth, and giving 
them elfect. 

The Rev. G. B. Mitchel argued in 
favour of supporting Missions, chiefly 
from their practical effect on the Ne- 
gro Population, whom he described as 
giving full proof that they were capa- 
ble of receiving religious instruction ; 
and instanced in the case of a Negro 
Boy who died at Antigua, in the most 
heroic spirit of Christian piety. 

The Rev. Aulay Macaulay direct- 
ed the attention of the Meeting to the 
progress which the Society appears 
to be making among Mahomedans. 
He described the origin and growth of 
Mahomedanism ; read some commu- 
nications which might serve to en- 
courage the plans and exertions of the 
Society ; and entered intoa particu- 
lar consideration of the character and 
labours of Abdool Messeeh, from 
whose efforts and success he augured 
much future good. 

The Rev. Edward Phillipps dwelt 





particularly on the hopes excited by 
the African Schools, as jeading to the 
formation of Native Preachers, who 
would prove the most durable, efivc- 
tive, and acceptable emissaries among 
their own countrymen. 

The Secretary of the Association, 
The Rev. E. T. Vaughan, closed the 
business of the Meeting, in an address 
which condenses in a small compass 
much information ; and might serve as 
a model to other Secretaries of Asso- 
ciations, formed for the support of 
this and of similar Institutions, in 
guiding the Members of their res- 
pective Associations, by their Reports 
and Addresses, to a clear and distinct 
compreheusion of the Proceedings of 
their Societies, and to a consequent 
enlightened and warm interest, in 
those Proceedings. ". 

There are a few passages which we 
shall lay before our Readers ; be- 
cause they will assist them in forming 
aright judgment concerning the plans 
and operations of this and similar In- 
stitutions, and will shew to all true 
Christians the necessity of fervent 
prayer in their behalf, that they may 
be guided and blessed i in their ardu- 
ous labours. 

A Society acting on the wide thea- 
tre of a continually-changing world, 
with varying agents and varying op- 
portunities of action, must be prompr 
to avail itself of such movements, in 
Providence, as He,who has the key of Da- 
vid, may from time to time, see fit to 
disclose. Often has it been necessary 
for the Society to change its particu- 
lar course of action ata sbort notice. 
It has not shewn itself slow or obstin- 
ate, in thus tacking about, and driving 
with wind and oars. ‘The state of the 
African Mission rendered it advisable 
that an eye-witness, in the confidence 
of the Society, should inspect, invigo- 
rate, and renovate its procecdings--» 
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34 Anniversary of the Church Missionary Society. 


Mr. Bickersteth was immediately sent 
oua visit to that Mission. Ceylon 
had appeared an inviting Station— 
three Missionaries were dispatched 
thither. The Indian Continent seem- 
ed more to need them—there des- 
tination is, therefore, changed for Agra 
and Travancore. ‘The languishing 
Schools of Dr. John wanted a head-— 
two Missionaries were couveyed to 
the spot, for the purpose of conduct- 
ing them : but our better-informed ad- 
visers in the East had judged Madras 
to be a more thirsty soil—-Messis. 
Schnarre and Rhenius, therefore, af- 
ter having assisted Mr. Caemmerer in 
improving the organization of the 
Tranqnebar Schools, are now labour- 
ing successfully at Madras, in preach- 
ing and conversing with the Natives, 
in publishing Tracts, in superintend- 
ing Schools; m short, in all the man- 
ituld occupations ofa Missionary. 
The plans of the Society are com- 
PREHENSIVE. A circumsc<ibed view, 
and exertions having any other limits 
than the amplest means which it may 
enable itself to possess, would be un- 
worthy of its object, its origi, its con- 
nections, and its patronage. Accord- 
ing.y, if you takeupthe mapof the 
world, you find, from its dispersed and 
numerous spots of cullivation, that 
is not partial, but enlarged, m its op 
erations. Western Airica demanded, 
and has received, its first and mest 
aimful tribute of thought, treasure, 
and lives; but New-Zealand in the 
Pacific, and Ceylon in the Indian 
Ocean, Avra and Calcutta in the North, 
Madras, and Tranquebar and Travan- 
core in the Southern Peninsula of the 
Eastern Continent, Antigua in the 
West, and Malta in the centre of the 
earth, are experiencing her parental 
care, and are enjoying a portion of 
the riches of that liberality of which 
she is the dispenser. Whilst she con- 
siders the sending of faithful Preachers 
who may hold forth the Word of Life, 
as her vreat instrument of good, she 
is doing what she can to promete 
Translations of the Scriptures aud the 
Liwrgy, in publishing judicious Tracts, 
and in trating up Clhildven. Whilst she 





looks first at the Heathen, she does rt 
neglect the Christian ofa corrupt com- 
munion, the Mahomedan or the Jew. 

{ add one property more to the So- 
ciety, in demand of contiderce and 
approbation to its character and 
measures—the PROSPECTIVENESS Of its 
operations. True wisdem will look 
ferward. We are to live in our 
sons, aud iu our sons’ sons. God 
has made man like himself a crea- 
ture for futurity. The Missionary 
Liistitution which should lay its pians 
with a view to only a few passing 
years, would disgrace its cause. [t 
must labour, as our Divine Master 
laboured when he was uvon earth, 
that another may enter into his la- 
bours. Are not our Society’s Plans 
in Africa, in New Zealand, and in 
Malta, exemplifications of this prin- 
ciple ? When is the fruit to be gather- 
ed ? Notin our day, in any consider- 
able quantity. ‘The Christian Insti- 
tution of Sierra Leone will not yield 
its Native Preachers fill a few years 
are come. Mr. Jowett’s inquiries will 
profit the next age, more abundantly 
than ours. The generous New Zeal- 
anders will see their Islands fruitful ia 
the arts of life, and will have their 
souls warmed with a fire which they 
at present know not; but we can 
hardly be sanguine enough to expect 
that Mr. Marsden, with his associates 
and fellow-labourers, will live to res 
joice in the light ofthat fire. 

Witha Society of this character, 
who would not rejvice tobe united ? 
The question ought not to be, “ waar 
HAS Ir DONE ?” Though we are not 
afraid to answer, that it has done 
much. You have seen, you have 
read, you have heard, and are satisfi- 
ed to-day, thatit has done much. But 
“ WHAT ISIT LIKELY TO DO ?”----“Wilk 
God bless it ?’---“ Can we hope that 
He is prospering, and will prosper it?” 
—Ilu estimating the Divine Mind, in 
forming a predictionas to his future 
ageucv, we must be guided by his just- 
ly-interpreted declarations, and by 
what we have known of his proceed- 
inzsin like cases. Concluding from 
these premises, we do not hesitate te 











teply, by asking another question : 
«“ What will He b.ess of this nature, if 
He bless not these ,and such like ef- 
forts ?”—Nay, but he bas blessed them. 
The African Schools, of which so in- 
teresting a piciure has been set before 
you to-day; the converjs of Abdool 
Messeeh, fields white unto harvest in 
the [ndian Peninsula, and daiiy tn- 
creasing oflersiof Missionary service— 
these are proofs that God is merciful 
unto us, and blessses us, and lifts up 
the light of His cowntenance upon us, 
and is merciful unto us. 


The Secretary closed his address 
with a striking analysis of the Cash 
Account ef the Association :— 

I thank God, therefore, that I have 
not now to ask you, “ shall such a So- 
ciety be?” nor yet, * Shall wejoin such 
a society ?” It does exist. We have 
already joined it. ‘The object of this 
Meeting is te implore your continued, 
your more enlarged support, to its op- 
erations. Wall you withdraw from tt, 
after what you have now heard ? Will 
you not rather extend and multiply 
your contributions ? 

We have appeared to do well; and 
I confess that we have done much 
more than I had anticipated, when 
our Association was formed. 8ut, 
alas! if you examine into the particu- 
Jars of the Account, you will find that 
we have done comparatively little. 
Our avnual Subscriptions amount to 
about Ninety Guineas. Is this an ace- 
quate sum to be yielded by the landed, 
commercial, and professional reve- 
nues ofthis Town and County ?. Where 
is the zeal of our Nobles, of our Land- 
liolders, of our Clergy, of our more op- 
luent Tradesmen, and others having 
great or considerable possessions, in 
this high and merciful cause? Our 
Congregational Collections, small in 
the total, have been drawn from eight 
Churches. Where are the Collections 
ofthe remaining two hundred Church- 
es of this enlightened County? Our 
weekly and Quarterly Contributions, 
which seem to prefer a fairer claim to 
respect, as more worthy of the cause, 
and as being, for the most part, truly 
liberal, when individually considered, 
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have been the production of some- 
what fewer than twenty Parishes, witlst 
more than two hundred have equally 
possessed the means of adding some- 


thing to our funds. ‘Tliis more accu- 
rate view of our Resources, i it give 
us encowagement from the conviction 
that we are at present far off from Uic 
uliimatum of our eflorts, should also 
make us ashamed that more lias not 
already been attempted ; and siiouid 
determine us net to remit or be satis- 
fied with our exertions, ull somerling 
more nearly approaching to a fair 
proportion of eur means of help be 
coutributed to a society, whose spirit 
and character, no less than its object 
and constitution, its labours and its 
successes, are so abundantly deserving 
of our most active aud zealous co-op- 
eration. 





AMERICAN MISSIONS IN INDIA. 
From the Panoplist. 


Extracts from the Journal of Messrs. 
Hali and Neweli, in Bombay. 


May 13, 1815, Removed tot the 
house we took yesterday. Our native’ 
school was immediately resummed and 
our meetings removed to our own 
house, which is much more favorabie 
for the object and convenient for our 
selves. But as we had previously 
rented a room for a year for the ac- 
commodation of our meetings, (having 
every reason at that time lo suppose 
that we should need it so long:) we 
were obliged to pay the rent for the 
whole year, though we had occupied 
it but one third of the year. 

August 9. We were greatly rejoiced 
by the arrival of three missionaries 
from the London Society, Messrs. 
Skinner, Fyvie, and Thompson, and 
the wives of the two last. ‘These breth- 
ren have arrived with a licence from 
the Company, which was inost easily 
obtained. ‘They will be exempt from 
all those difliculties through which we 
have been led. Mr. Thompson is to 
proceed to Malacca, with the expec- 
tation of joining Messrs. Morrison and 
Milne who have found it expedieut to 
leave China, as we have been informe 
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ed. The other two are destined to 
Surat, 

Sept. 10. Mr. Skinner and Mr. and 
Mrs. F yvie, came to our house to 
make their abode with us during their 
stay in Bombay. 

We here observe that on the 22d of 
August, Mr Thompson embarked for 
the Prince of Wales’s Island. The 
preceding Sahbath we all, together 
with several other friends, surrounded 
the table of our common Lord. We 
have had much tntereourse with these 
brethren, which bas greatly endeared 
them to us, as mez: of piety, and as 
able and worthy fellow-laborers in the 
vineyard of our Divine Master. They 
have kindly presented us with a vol- 
ume containing all the Reports of their 
Society, and several other pamphlets 
and books, and we are eucouraged to 
expect more things of this kind ina 
similar we Qur three brethren have 
all ti ike n their turn in the preaching, 
which we have m our own house, and 
their sermons have been truly edifying 
and. refreshing to us. Messrs. Fyvie 
and Skinner are from Scotland, and 
Mr. Thompson is froin Eolland. 

llth. Mr. Skinner took bis leave of 
us and embarked for Surat, but Mr. 
Fyvie on account of the situation of 
Mrs. F. will remain sometime longer 
at Bombay. 

Nov. 8. Mr. Fyvie and his wife left 
us to proceed to Surat. Their resi- 
dence with us has greatly endeared 
them to us, and peculiarly iuterested 
us in the success of their mission. 

20th. Our school is gradually in- 
creasing. At present, it consists of 
about 25 boys. We say about, be- 
ensse they are so irr egular in their at- 
tendance that they are never all pres- 
ent atthe same time. We feel the 
school to be a heavy, though not an 
unpleasant burden. We extremely 
régret, that we have so little prospect 
of soon finding a suitable persou ta be 
employed as an assistant, who might 
relieve us from the principal burden 

ef instruction. We now spend about 
five hours in the School daily, dividing 
the time between us. We endeavour 
so to empley the boys in teaching each 





other, as to allow us to pursue our own 
studies during a considerable part of 
the time that we spend in the school, 

Dec. 13. To-day, we commenced 
a charity school under the instruction 
of a Brahmin, whom we are to pay 15 
rupees per month, and at the rate of 
one rupee to eight bovs for all above 
30 who may be in the school. To- 
day there were 13 boys. 

3st. We are now brought to the 
close of another year. The Lord has 
done great things for us whereof we 
are glad ; and it becoines us to record 
his goodness with gratitude and praise, 
and to confess that we are less than 
the least of all his mercies. We have 
not merely the ordimary mercies of 
God to acknowledge, but also the ex- 
traordinary miterpositions of his prov- 
idence in favour of our mission, which 
deserve to be perpetually engraven or 
our hearts. In times of darkness he 
has caused light to spring up, and in 
times of trial and affliction he has beer 
our consolation. 

With respect to the quiet. establish- 
ment of our mission here, the Lord 
has exceeded our most sanguine ex- 
pectation. Notwithstanding the very 
peculiar circumstances, which at dif- 
ferent times seemed in human view, to 
render our settlement here utterly 
hopeless, still we are now settled here 
with full permission to pursue our 
work im this very important field. 
These are the Lord’s doings, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes—blessed be the 
naine of the Lord. 

We have been blessed in the study 
ofthe language and manners of the 
heathen, and we have been enabled 
to make so much progress, that they 
may now daily hear from us in their 
own language. the wonderful works of 
God. We can now say, that we preach 
Christ to hundreds of them every 
week. But how long it will please 
God to withhold his converting grace, 
and thus to try our humility, our pa- 
lience, and our faith, we cannot know. 
But this we know, “ we shall reap in 
due time, if we faint not.” 

We have translated Matthew’s Gos- 
pel, a considerable part of the other 
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giree gospels, the three first chapters 
of Genesis, and several other portions 
of Scripture. We have also transla- 
ted a short catechism, and prepared 
several tracts ; of the latter we have 
several copies which we are constant- 
ly lending about among the people. 
And we regret extremely that we have 
but so distant a prospect of commen- 
cing the p rinting of Scripture tracts. 

Our English school contains about 
twenty-five boys. Though Christiani- 
ty is not taught directly in the school, 
yet we trust that the manner in which 
it is taught, will cenvey to the minds 
of the youth such moral instruction, as 
will powerfully tend to undermine 
their superstitions, and lead them to a 
knowledge of the true God. 

In tlie school under the native teach- 
er, who is 2 Brahmin, there are about 
25 boys. 

Thus we clase the vear with much 
toencourage us. But to go forward 
with nothing but encouragement is not 
the lot of missionaries. ‘The year has 
not passed by without its trials. But 
among them alJ, none has heen so se- 
vere, as the great breach which has 
been made upon ofr liitle number, by 
the removal of brother Nott from our 
mission. But it isour consolation, that 
ithas been done by that God, who 
loves Zion with everlasting love, and 
who in no instance will ever fail to do 
that, which will best subserve the inte- 
rests of his Church. 

Next to this trial is the great fear 
we have that a suitable number ef 
missionaries, will not be seasonably 
provided for this vast harvest. Our 
daily prayer to the great Lord of the 
harvest is, that he would send foith 
more laborers into his harvest. 

Our preaching in English is for the 
present suspended. We cannot call 
this a discouragement. A number of 
circumstances united in producing this 
change. And this we cannot but re- 
mark took place just at the time we 
were wishing to spend our Sabbaths 
among the heathen, where we could 
preach to ten times the numbers, but 
which we could not well do while our 
English preaching was continued. 
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Thus it pleased Providence to furnish 
us with a smal: number to preach to in 
our own language, until we were pre- 
pared to preach to a far greater num- 
ber, in the language of ‘the heathen. 
We think’ it not improbable however, 
that circumstances may again be such, 
as to render it expedie nt to resunre the 
preaching in Engiish. If our estab- 
lishment should be enlarged by the ad- 
dition of several other «missionaries 
with families, we should be a little 
congregation of ourselves, and it would 
be expedient for our own edification 
and improvement to have social wor- 
stip and preaching as formerly in 
Lngiish. 

January 5, 1816. We have now 
acquired so much knowledge of the 
native language, as to be able to com- 
municate our ideas to the people wilh 
considerable facility. We cannot ex- 
pect immediately a regular asseinbly 
at a stated place of worship. But 
while we indulge the pleasing hope of 
hereafter seeing such a congregation, 
we must, In the mean time, jsteuet 
the people in such dispersed aitd va- - 
ried situations, as we may find them 
in. Indeed, the people can hardly be 
said to have any regularity in the 
practice of their own religion. Their 
religion may be resolved, in generil, 
iuto two kinds, viz. privaie and publi 
Their private or domestic religion 
consists principally of ablutions per- 
fovined morning and evening, either 
by ailusion or by bathing in tanks and 
rivers, and either more or less regu- 
larly accerding to their leisure and 
devotion. These ablutions are ac- 
companied by other acts of devotion, 
which are little else than “ vain repe- 
titions” of the innumerable names of 
their innumerable gods. In their hou- 
ses, they worship before images, or 
some object which they denominate 
their deity. By far the most comaion 
among their household gods is Mahe- 
dave, who is worshipped under the 
form of the Ling. ‘titis Nnage, en- 
graved on stone, is placed Woder the 
shade of a shrub, which by alfentive 
watering, is made to grow tm anes ‘h- 
ev jar oc tub, elevated a yard or tes 
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from the ground, immediately in front 
ofthe house. Hence what is called 
their private worship is in fact public, 
being openly performed by the side of 
the highway. 

Their public worship consists of 
their reading assemblies, their preach- 
ing assemb'ies, and their temple wor- 
shi ip. in the reading assemblies there 
isuo regularity as to time or manner. 
A neighbourliood larger or smaller, 
invite one of their own number who 
may be able to read, or some other 
person to read and expound to them 
a certain book. Besides these more 

common reading meetings, there are 

persous who make it their principal 
business to read their religious books 
touthe people. They fix their own 
time, and choose their own place, 
which is generally in their temples or 
in buildings attached to them. The 
people come and go, and coutribuie 
tor the emolument of the reader as 
they please. 

Their preaching assemblies are much 
the same. ‘Phe preachers, or stury 
fellers, as their original name signifies, 
are of no particular cast. Sometimes 
they are invited to a performance by 
* neighbourhood who fix up a eover- 

tig for the assembly in the highway ; 
and sometimes they are invited by in- 
dividuals to private houses. But usu- 
ally the preachers tix the time and 
p ace of their performance as they 
please, and collect as many people and 
as much money as their talents, and 
e;oquence can command. A very few 
of these preachers are females. The 
common subjects of their preaching, 
of course, are the legends of their 
gods, 

As to their femp/e worship, “ their 
idols ave wind and confusion.” Their 
temples are sail, perhaps from four 
to twelve or fifieen feet square, and 
not at all designed far social worship. 
Where the temples are much larger 
than this, they are divided into various 
apartments, which are appropriated 
tu difievont deities. The front part of 
the building osually consists of a por- 
tico; unmediately back of the portico 
is asquare room, aud back ofallisa 
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sort of dark, see¢ret apartment in which 
the idol is placed. The Brahmins at. 
tached to the-temples officiate alter. 
nately near the idol, and each one 
takes, for himself, all the offerings 
which are made to the image during 

his time ofservice. The people come 
to worship, individually, without the 
least concert; and thev announce 
their approach by ringing bells, a 
number of which are suspended i in the 
portico in front of the idol. They 
take their leave of the idol in the same 
way. And as the people, in the eve- 
ning more especiatly, are constantly 
going and coming, the ringing of bells 

added to the beating of drums, the 
clang of trumpets, and g gabbling of the 
people, most impressively shews the 
gods of the heathen to be gods, not of 
sr ay but of confusion. 





THE POPE’S BULL. 


From the London Morning Chronicle. 


Transiation of the Bull against the Bi- 
ble Societies, issued June 29h, 1816, 


~—_e 


by ope Pius VII. to Archbishop of 
Gnesn, Primate of Poland. 
PIUS P. P. VIE. 


Venerable Brother—Health and a- 
postolic benediction. In our last let- 
ter to you we promised, very soon, to 
return an answer to yours; in which 
you have appealed to this Holy See, 
inthe name of the other bishops of 
Poland, respecting what are called 
Bible Societies, and have earnestly in- 
quired of us what you ought to do in 
this aflair. We long since, indeed, 
wished to comply with your request ; 
butan incredible variety of weighty 
concerns have so pressed upon us, on 
every side, that, till this day we contd 
not vield to your solicitation. 

We have been truly shocked at this 
most crafty device, by which the very 

foundations of religion ave undermined ; 
and having, because of the great im- 


” 


portance of the subject, conferred in 
council with our venerable brethren, 
the Cardinals of the Holy Roman 
Church, we have, with the utmost care 
and attention, deliberated upon the 
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measures proper to be adopted by our 
Pontifical authority in order to remedy 
and abolish this pestilence as fai as pos- 
sible. Inthe mean time, we heartily 

congratulate you, venerable brother, 
and we commend you again and again 
in the Lerd, as it is fit we should, up- 
on the singular zeal you have display 
ed under circumstances so dangerous 
to Christianity, in having denouuced to 
the Apostolic See, this defilement of the 
fuith so imminently dangerous to sou/s. 
‘And although we perceive that it is not 
necessary to excite him to activity 
who is making haste, since of your 
own accord you have already shewn 
an ardent desire to detect and over- 
throw the impious machinations of these 
innovators ; yet, in conformity with our 
ufjice, We again andagain exhort you 
that whatever you can achieve by power, 
provide for by council, o. effect by author- 
ify, you will daily execuie with the ut- 
most earnestness, placing } vourselfas a 
wall far the House of Israel. 

With this view we issue the present 
Brief, viz. that we may convey to you 
a signal testimeny of our approbation 
of your excellent conduct and may also 
endeavour therein still more and moe 
to excite your pastoral solicitude and 
diligence. For the general good im- 
periously requires you to combine all 
your means aud energies to frustrate 
the plans which are pi epared by its ene- 
mies for the destruction of our most ho- 
ly veligion; whence it becomes an 
Episcopal duty; that you first of all exe 
pose the wickedness of this nefarious 
scheme, as you,have already done so 
admirably, to the view of the faithful, 
and openly publish the same, accor- 
ding to the rules prescribed by the 
Church, withall the erudition and wis- 
dom which you possess ; viz. “* that the 
Bible printed hy Heretics is to be number- 
ed among other prohibited books, con- 


Jormably to the Rules of the Index.— 


(} No. 2 and 3.) for it is evidem from 
excpertence thait he Holy Scriptures, when 
circulated in the vulgar tongue, have 
through the temerity of men produced 
more harm. than benejit.” (Rule LV.) 
And this is the more to be dreaded in 
tunes so depraved when our holy reli- 


The Pope's Bull. 
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gion is assailed from every quarter 
with great cunning and effort, and the 
most grievous wounds are inflicted on 
the church. It is, therefore, necessary 
to adhere to the salutary Decree of the 
Congregation of the Index (June 13, 
1757 ) that no versions of the Biblein the 
vulgar longue be permitted, except such 
as ure approved by the Apostolic See, o 

published with Annotations extracted 


from the Writings of the holy Futhers 


of the Church. 

We coufidently hope that, in these 
turbulent circumstances, the Poles will 
give the clearest proofs of thei ir attach- 
inent to the religion of their ancestors ; 
aud by our care, as well as that of the 
other Prelaies of this kingdom whom 
on account of the Faith, we congraiu- 
late abun dantly, justify the opinion we 
have entertained of them. 

It is moreover necessary that you 
should transmit to us, as soon as pos- 
sible, the Bible which Jacob Wuiek 
published in the Polish tanguage with 
a cominentary,.as well asa copy of 
the edition of it lately put forth with- 
out those annotations, taken from: the 
writings of the holy fathers of our 
Church, or cther learned Catholics, 
with vour opinion upon it; that thus 
from ‘collating them together, it may 
be ascertained after mature investiga- 
tion, that certain errors he insidious! v 
concedled therein, and that we may 
pronounce our judgment on this aflair 
fur the preservation of the true faith. 

Continue therefore venerable Brother, 
fo pursue this tr uly ous course upon 
which you have entere: f: viz. dili gently 

to fight the batiles of the Lord Jor the 
sound doctrine, and warn the people en- 
trusted to your care, that they fall not 
into the snares which are prepared for 
their everlasting ruin. Uhe church de- 
mands this from you as well as from 
the other Bishops whom our rescript 
equalty concerns ; and we most anx- 
iously expect it, that the deep sorrow 
we feel on account of this new so vecies 
of tares which an adversary has so abun 
dantly sown, may, by this cheering 
hope be somewhat alleviated : snd, we 
always very heartily invoke the « hote- 
est blessings upon yourself anJ ‘your 
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fellow-bishops, for the good of the 
Lord’s flock, which we impart to yau 
and them by our apostolic benedic- 
tion. 

Given at Rome, at St. Mary the 
Greater, June 29, 1816, the 17th year 
of our Pontificate. 

Pius p. P. VII. 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


— 


A PASTORAL LETTER, 


From the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, in the United Siates 
of America, to the Churches under 
thetr care. 

The General Assembly of the Presby” 
terian Church in the United States, 
to the Churches under their care, 
with grace, mercy. and peace, from 
God the Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Very dear Brethren, 

Assembled, by the good providence 
of God, as the supreme judicatory of 
our Church, weare consirained to ad- 
dress you, and to endeavour to impart 
io yeu some of those views and feel- 
ings to which our counsels have given 
rise, and which are suggested by the 
present aspect of the Church and of 
the world. 

» From the printed “ Narrative of the 
State of Religion within gur bounds,” 
which accompanies this address,* you 
will learn, that, although, we have 
heard of some facts which are matter 
of regret and humiliation, “ the gen- 
eral aspect of the Church of God, has 
never been more favourable, within 
our knowledge, than at the present 
time.” The gradual increase ef gos- 
pel light; the extension of the bles- 
sings of edueation to all classes and 
ages; the growing diffusion of mis- 
sionary zeal and exertions ; the rapid 
multiplication of Bible Societies, and, 
through their instrumentality, ‘the 
wonderful spread of the knowledge of 
the word of life in languages and 
countries hitherto strangers to the sa- 
cred volume; the numerous asgsocia- 
tions fer evangelical, benevolent, and 


* Published in our last, see p. 19. 





humane purposes, which have arisen, 
and are daily arising, in every pavt of 
our bounds; and, above all, the con- 
verting and sanctifying influences of 
the Holy Spirit, which have been pour. 
ed out, for some time past, and espe- 
cially during the last year, in many 
of the Congregations belonging to our 
communion; form an assemblage which 
cannot fail to be in a high degree in- 
teresting and animating,to the friends 
of pure aud undefiled religion; an as- 
semblage, which, while it gratifies, for 
the present, the pious and benevolent 
heart, must excite the most precious 
hopes for the future. Such mighty 
plans of benevolence ; such wonderful 
combinations; such a general move- 
ment of mankind, in promoting the 
great cause of human happiness were, 
surely, never before witnessed! The 
days of darkness, we fondly hope, are 
passing away; and the period draw- 
ing nigh when the angel bearing the 
trumpet of the everlasting Gaspel, 
shall carry his holy, life-giving mes- 
sage to every kindred, and people, 
and nation, and tongue. 

The General Assembly, standing, 
as itis their privilege to do, at the 
coniluence of so many streams of in- 
formation on these great subjects, 
while they communicate a summary 
of this information to the churches un- 
der their care, desire to accompany it 
with a word of affectionate exhorta- 
tion, the object of which is to engage 
every-beart and every hand, iu promo- 
ting to the utmost of their power the 
interests of that kingdom, which is not 
meat and drink, but righteousness ang 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

At such a period, dear brethren, let 
it be impressed ypon the mind of eve- 


ry member of our church, that we are 


called to humble, diligent, persevering 
exertion. Much has been done; but 
much more remains to be done; and 
much, we hope, will be done by us.— 
Every day makes a demand upon the 
time, the affections. the prayers, the 
property, and the influence of the peo- 
ple of God, which it would be ingrati- 
tude, cruelty, nay, treachery, to repel. 
Let every one, then, in his place and 
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proportions endeavour daily to add 


something to the common amount of 


eiiort to prepare the way of the Lord.— 
No one can tell how much it may 
please the sovereign Disposer of eveuts 
to accomplish by meaus of the hum- 
blest exertions. This, however, we 
now, that thuse who are sied/ast, un- 
moveable, always abounding w the 
woik of the Lord, shall find that their 
labour is net en vain in the Lord. 

Let the Ministers of the Gospel in 
our communion, beevery where found 
engaged in preachiug the truth, as it it 
in Jesus, with affectionate zeal. Let 
them go before their people in every 
holy example, and in every pious and 
benevolent exertion. Let it be mani- 
fest to ail, that they seek not ‘heir own 
but the things which are Jesus Christ’s, 
Surely there never was a time when 
the watchmen on the walls of Zion 
were more solemnly bound to give 
themselves wholly to their work; or 
when they had more encouragement 
to plan and labour for their Master’s 
honour! Surely there never was a 
time, when those whose duty it is to 
guide the exertions of their fel'ow-men, 
had more reason to feel their respons- 
ibility, and to ask for wisdom and 
strength from above! Let ministers 
take great and comprehensive views 
of the signs of the times, and the pros- 
pects of the Church! and while they 
point out the way to those who are 
willing to be workers together with God ; 
let it be seen that itis their meat and 
drink to share in the labours as well as 
in the rewards of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. 

Let all ihe members of our Churches 
consider themselves as called upon, in 
their several stations, to do something, 
todo much for Christ. Mullionsof our 
race wre still sunk in ignorance and 
depravity. Dark and waste places a- 
bound, even in our most populous and 
enlightened neighbaurhoods, and still 
more in the remaje portions of our 
church. In very large districts within 
the United States, there are no Bibles, 
no Sabbaths, no sanctuaries, none to 
shew men the way of salvation. Can 
e single heart he ummpressed, or a 
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single hand idie, while such calls for 
compassion and exertion abound? No, 
brethren; these obligations, we trust, 
are too tender not to be felt; these 
calls too solemn not tobe heard. DBe 
eutreated then, with one accord, to 
cowe forward to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty. Embrace every 
opportunity, tothe extent of the abili- 
ty which God has given you, to form, 
and vigorously to support, Missionary 
Associations; Bible Societies; plans 
for the distribution of religious tracts ; 
and exertions for extending the benefits 
of knowledge, and especially of spirit- 
ual knowledge, to all ages and classes 
of persons around you. Exert your- 
selves, individually, and in combina- 
tion, to oppose all those degrading and 
destructive vices over which we have 
so long had reason to mourn. En- 
deavour by your example and your 
influence, to discourage the unneces- 
sary use of spiritous liquors; to pro- 
mote the sanctification of the Lord’s 
day; to guard against a criminal con- 
furmity to the world; to promote a 
general attendance on the means of 
grace, and to advance the great in- 
terests of truth, purity, and righteous- 
ness, in all manner of conversation. 

yn these hallowed Jabours, let none 
refuse to join. It is among the distin- 
guished glories of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, that Plovs FEMALES are more ex- 
tensively associated, and more actives 
ly useful, in promoting evangelical 
and benevolent objects, thanin any 
former period of the world.—Let them 
go on with increasing activity and 
ardour in these exertions, so worthy 
of women professing godliness, and so 
usefulto mankind. And let them, by 
precept, as well as by example, train 
up their daughters in principles and 
habits so well calculated to elevate the 
female character, and to enlarge the 
sum of human happiness. 

Let not even LISPING CHILDHOOD, or 
TENDER YoutH be ile. Letevery Dib/e 
Class, every School-association, every 
employment which brings your belov- 
ed children together, be made a medi- 
um for conveying to their minds that 
benign impression, which shal! eulist 
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themon the side of truth and of the 
church of God, from the earliest dawn 
of reason. Happy congregations, hap- 
pv families, in which even bales and 
sucklings, shall be taughtas in times 
of old, to sing—Hosanna to Him that 
cometh in the name of the Lord, Hosan- 
naa nthe highest / 

ina word, let your plansof carry- 
ing on these works of piety, and be- 
nevolence embrace every class and 
every age 3 and be pur sued with grow: 
ne ardour, until every congregation 
within our bounds shall be completely 
organized for exertion to promote the 
temp val and eternal welfare of men : 
intii every heart that can lifta prayer 
to the throne of grace, and every 
hand that can cast a mite into the 
treasury of Ged, shall be fully en@ag- 
el im this méghtyv effort of christian 
charity. Until the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rese 3; unttl meu, un 
der the reign of miilenntal glory, (we 
trust not fer distant,) shall live togeth- 

ras brethrenindeed, having no other 
wislies than to promote their common 
happiness, and to glorify their com- 
mon God, 

Yo these efiorts in behalf of the 
cause of Christ join fervent, united 
Prayer. We neednot remind you, 
brethren, that all Zion’s blessings come 
cown from ber King and Head; and 
that he will be inquired of by his pecs 
ple to do for them that which they 
need and desire. We are persuaded 
that all those periods and churches 
which have been favoured with spe- 
cial revivals of Religion, have been 

also distinguished by visiBLE UNION 
AND CONCERY IN Praver.—We entreat 
you, brethren, to cherish this union 
and concert. We especially exhort 
you to pay renewed and more solemn 
attention to the Monraty Concert 
iN Prayer, recommended by a form- 
er Assembly, and so generally ane 
happily observed. Has not the Sav- 


rour promised, that if any two of his 
people agree as touching any. thing 
which they desire, He will grant their 
request ? What blessings, then, may 
we not hope will be shed down upon 
thee Church, when the thousands of 





our Israel are found bowing together, 
before the throne of mercy, saving, 
for Zion’s sake, we will not hold our 
peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake we will 
not rest, until the righteousness thereof 
go forth as brightness, und the salvation 
tire reuf as & lamp that burneth ! 

Kudeavour to maintain A SPIRIT OP 
HARMONY WIT ALL DENOMINATIONS OF 
Curistians. While you contend earn- 
estly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints, and beara faithful testimony 
to the Apostelic doctrine and order, 
which we profess to receive ; let no 
bigotry, or prejudice, no party ‘an 
cour or offensive crrmination, pollute, 
your testimony. Remember that the 
period is approaching when allreal 
Cinristians shali see eye to eye; when 
they shall be united in opinion as well 
as inafiecition. Cherish now the sen- 
toments which correspond. with this 
delightful anticipation. Letall bitter- 
ness, and wrath, and evil speaking, be 
put away from umong you, withall mals 
tee; and continually look and pray 
for the happy period when believers of 
every name shall agree to act togeth- 

er upon the great " principles of our 
common salvation. 

Finaliy, dear brethren, be unrTED 
AMONG YOURSELVES. If you desire to 
profit by your spiritual privileges ; if 
you hope to be instrumental in pro- 
moting the cause of Christ, or to be 
honored with his blessing ; cherish 
harmony of affection, and union of ef- 
fort.—Besides the common bonds of 
Christian love, which unite the great 
family of believers ; the ministers and 
members of the Pre sbyterian Church 
are cemented by a compact whicia 
every honest nan cannot failto ap- 

eciate. We mean the “ Confession 
of Faith” ef our church. While we 
believe the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments to be the only infalli- 
ble rule of faith and practice, we do 
also, ifwe deal faithfully with God 


and man, sincerely. receive and adopt: 


this Confession, 2 
tem of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures. Let us adhere to. the 
standard with fidelitv ; and endeav- 
our to transmit to our children pure 


as containing the SVS- 
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and undefiled treasure, which our 
Fathers at great expense have, under 
God, bequeathed to us. But while 
we hold that form of sound words which 
we have received, let us guard agaist 
indulging a spirit of controversy, than 
whith few things are more unfriendly 
to the life and power of godliness. It 
is never necessary to sacrifice charity, 
in order to maintain faith and hope. 
That diflerences of opinion, acknowl- 
edged on all hands, to be of the minor 
class, may and otight to be tolerated, 
among those who are agreed in great 
and Jeading views of Divine tr ath, j isa 
principle on which the godly have so 
long and so generally acted, that it 
seems unnecessary, at the present day, 
to seek arguments for its support. Our 
Fathers, in early periods of the histo- 
ry of our church, had their peculiari- 
ties and diversities of opinion ; which 
yet, however, did not prevent them 
from loving one another, from cordi- 
ally acting together: and by their 
united prayers and exertions, trans- 
mitting to usa gaodly inheritance. 
Let usemuiate their moderation and 
forbearance, and we may hope to be 
favoured with more than their success. 
The great adversary will, no doubt, 
be disposed to sow the seeds of discord 
and division among you. But resist 
him in this, as well as in all his other 
insidious efforts. Surely those who 
can come together on the great prin- 
ciples of our public Standards, howev- 
er they may differ on non essential 
points, ought not to separate, or to in- 
dulge bitterness or prejudice against 
each other. Dear brethren, ‘ let there 
be no divisions among you ;—but be 
perfectly joined together in the same 
inind, aud in the same judgment. Be- 
hold how goed, and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity! Brethren, farewell, love one 
another, for love is of God, and every 
one that leveth is born of God, and 
knoweth Ged. Be of one mind; live 
in peace, and the God of love and of 
peace shall be with you” Amen! 
Signed by order of the General 
Assembly 


JONAS COE, Moderator 
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To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 
Dear Sir--.The following I apprehend, comes 
within ihe sphere uf your soul reviving paper. 
BLESSING OF CHRISTIANITY! THE DiIs- 
TINGUISHING FAVOUR OF Gop! 
“© Christianity like the Sun brightens evs 
ery object upon which it shines.” 

1 Cor. iv. 7- For who maketh thee 
to differ from another? And what 
hast thou that thou didst not receive ? 
The contemplative Christian who sits 
down ina land of peace, of religious 
liberty, and of evangelical Light, to 
meditate upon this passage of Scrip- 
ture, will find no limits to the various 
subjects of gratitude and praise, which 
wil! present themselves to his mind. 

If he directs his attention to the ex- 
ternal blessings which are showered’ 
down upon him, especially when he 
compares himself with the mass of his 
fellow creatures, words seem scarcely 
adequate to the expression of his feel- 
ings! Why am I not a wanderer a- 
mong the hordes of Tartary ? he will 
almost involuntarily ask himself, a per- 
petual exile from home, from Dpiwes- 
tic comfort, and from social happiness. 
Why was I not trained upin Ara- 
bia, to treachery, rapine,and murder; 
with the accumulated habits of nearly . 
four thousand years urging my nation 
forward as the career of devastation, 
and stamping upon it, the character 
of enemy of the human race? Why 
was I not born on the banks of the 
Ganges, my body enervated by a lan- 
guid climate, my Soul held in chains 
of ignorance, and all my moral facul- 
ties benumbed by the influence of a 
debasing superstition? Why was not 
my portion cast in Caffraria, and my- 
self jeft to draw out the short term of 
my earthly existence, ina state of sot- 
tishness, hardly above the brute crea- 
tion ? Why was not the Slave Coast 
the scene of my short and miserable 
pilgrimage, where I should have been 
employed in making war upon some 
neighbouring tribe for the purpose of 
taking captives and selling them for 
slaves, or perhaps myseifan unfeeling 
and degraded tor mentor of defenceless 
slaves, obsequious and servile to my 
Superiors, callous to every human 
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feeling, and to my inferiors an odious 
compound of insolence, and cruelty? 
Why am I not now traversing Europe 
from: one extremity to the other, in 
ove of the immense armies which are 
the engines of modern ambition and 
conquest, worn out with unceasing fa- 
iigue, subjected to every hardship, and 
made an unwitling instrument in plun- 
dering, murdering, and enslaving 
tae peaceful inhabitants of unoftende 
ing nations? Why ain I not a tenant 
of tle northern, or the western wil- 
lerness, brooding in sullen contempt 
ever the ills of life, my heart devoid 

ol every tender emotion, and my hands 

always ready on the slightest ovcasion 

to he imbrued in blood. 

But when the Christian, who has 
veen engaged in this train of thought, 
turns to the consideration of the spir- 
itual favours of which he has been the 
unworthy receiver, he finds infinitely 
more cause for admiration and praise ! 
What is there in me he will exclaim 
that when so many myriads of the hu- 
in family, are grouping in.the dark- 
ness of Paganism, the dupes of every 
species of delusion, it should have fal- 
Jen to my lot, to see the salvation of 
God? O the inestimable blessing of 
being born in a land, over which the 
SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, has long cast 
His reviving beams; a land where the 
sanctuary of the living God, open its 
gates to devout worshippers, and: his 
written Word, is a light to their paths, 
2 land where the Sabbath is known 
and honoured ; where believers dedi- 
eate their infant offspring to the ser- 
vice and glory of their MAKER, and 
where all the meaus of spiritual com- 
munion of advancement in piety and 
of heavenly consolation are enjoyed ! 

But what will all these peculiar fa- 
vours be to me if fam not a partaker 
of that spiritual Renovation, without 
which all other advantages, will be un- 
avai‘ing, and will ‘but prepare me for 
2 more aggravated condemnation ! 
While multitudes are madly neglect- 
ing the means of salvation, and rush- 
tng Onward to perdition, how does it 
become me to magnify the Grace* of 


* Grace is emphatically described—“ Tie 


areurainie asnfucnee of Ged, on the human 
° < J ’ 


fails: but this is 


God which has caused me to delight is 
spiritual things, to understand and en- 
joy his word, and to take pleasure in a 
life, consecrated to nis service. With 
mixed emotions cf humiliation and 
gratitude, let me ever confess that if I 
amin any respect wiser, happier, or 
better, than the great body of my fellow 
men, it is entirely owing to the distin- 
guishing mercy of Gop ! 


Augusta, Geo. CurisTIANUS. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER’S 
MONITOR, 


By the Rev. Thomas Raffles, 
EXTRACT V. 
To Instruction and Example, add, 


PRAYER. 


Pray for vour children. Goto your 
class asa ministershould to his pulpit 
from vour knees. Pray for wisdom to 
adapt your instructions to their under- 
standings, and for a divine power to 
soften and impress theirhearts. And 
if your work is interesting to you ata 
throne af grace, it will be interesting 
to youevery where else. Ifyourcon- 
cern for the souls of the Children coms 
mitted to yeur care pursue you to the 
closet, it cannot forsake you in the 
the School; and the heart that has 
wrestled for them there, will endure 
with invincible patience, the rudeness, 
the dulness the stupidity, the forgetful- 
vess, the iratietion, and, I had al- 
most said, the insults, with which, in 
some instances, you must expect to 
meet, and which, ifactuated by an in- 
ferior stimulus, would soon weary 
and disgust., Your's miust be the 
charity, the love, that suffers long and 
is kind, endurcth all things and never 
ils: a charity whose 
streams can be repicnished ato earth- 
ly fountain, but must be fed perpetu- 
ally from the celestial source whence 
first they flowed. Pray not only for, 
but with the children. Teach them 
to pray by youresample. Such as 
exhibit signs of seriovs impression, 
peculiarly encourage, pray and con- 
verse with them in private; and by 
every method facilitate the progress 
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Such a work asthis then must bear 
of those who appear to be enquiring the 
way to Zion, with their faces thitherward. 
Such then is your work, and these 
are some of the qualifications it re- 
quires. Surely the consideration of 
its vast importance must stimulate 
your diligence, and inflame your zeal. 
Oh! what a work is this, Let him know 
that he that converieth a sinner from the 
error of his ways, shall save a soul from 
death. SAvE A sout! Who can ie 
mate the value of a single soul, 
deathless being ? By what siendaie 
will you calculate it? With what ob- 
jects will you compare it ? Conceive 
of every atom in the composition of 
the univeise,agem. Conald you make 
the calculation as many times as there 
areatoms, and tell us the mighty sum, 
it would fail, literally and truly it 
would fail to convey to us any ade- 
quate idea of the value and import- 
auce of a single Soul: for when all 
this wealth were expended in the pur- 
suit of happiness, the spirit would be 
still in the dawn and infancy of its ex- 
istence,—panting for a felicity it could 
not purchase. Will you then attempt 
the calculation and tell us the amount ? 
Before you pronounce the mighty sum 
—pause. Have you considered the du- 
ration of eternity? If you have not, £ 
adjure you ponder ere you form your 
estimate of the work I now commen, 
and the souls for whom I plead. The 
abyss, at whose brink I shudder ; the 
ocean,in whose immensity Iam con- 
founded ; may be fathcmed, are de- 
fined—but eternity !—-W hat adven- 
turer ever stretched his pinions abroad 
on that abyss, and returned to the 
shores of time with tidings of the op- 
posite coast. *Tis a gulf that has no 
bottom : an ocean whose billows ever 
roll and never find a strand. Myriads 
of ages, upon myriads of ages heaped 
up, till fancy fails, and numbers are 
exhausted, leave the boundless waste 
of duration unexplored. ‘They have 
deducted not an atom from eternity! 
Yes, these, myriads of ages, that spir- 
it whose worth vou areto calculate 
must inherit, whilst each, as it rolls, 
adds to its capacity of happiness or 
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woe, till #s sense of felicity or pain is 
exquisite as the periods of its duration 
are eternal. 

Before you form your estimate, 
look up to heaven. See the mighty 
preparations making there for its re- 
ception. What realms of bliss for the 
immortal spirit to explore and to pos- 
sess. What golden streets through 
which to walk ; what palaces of pear! 
in which to dwell; what streams of 
celestial pleasure of which to drink ; 
and with what crowns of costly gems 
tobe adorned. Hark! us the song of 
the redeemed, To hint that huth loved 
us,and washe vd us from our sins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God, and his Father ; to 
him be glary and duminion for ever ‘and 
ever.—Amen. ‘Then they strike their 
golden harps, and pour the seraphic 
strains again. 

Before you form your estimate, look 
down into hell. Look through its dune 
geons of despair, behold its magazines 
of wrath, and. see its instruments of 
vengeance play. Single outa solitary 
victim, and listen to his agonized 

complaints—these friends forever !— 
these chains for ever !—this gnawing 
worm foy ever /—--this quenchless 
flaine for ever !—and then he shrieks, 
whilst a thousand echoes, like a thous- 
and demous starting from their caves, 
reply —roreveEr ! 

But we will appeal to nobler princi- 
ples than these. We will take you to 
Calvary. You shall learn to form 
your estimate of the value ofthe soul 
by the price paid for its redemption. 
You shall take your station by the 
cross, and fill your minds with the idea 
of the eternal Son of God expiring up- 
on it. You shall count the drops that 
fallfrom him in Gethsemane and at 
Golgotha, and set a value upon each. 
Ah! you cannot doit. Seta value 
on the drops of Jesus’ blood ! ‘Thie at- 
tempt were blalphemous ! [low pre- 
cious then the soul for which those 
dreps were shed! The salvation of 
that soul is youraim. It isthe work 
of Jesus, well may it be your glory. 
Angels would be ambitious of it, coul@ 
angels envy, for ’tis the delight of Ged. 
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with it, its recompense ; ana that re- 


compense must needs be. great. 
They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, und they 
thai turn muny to righteousness as the 
siars for ever and ever. 





For the Religious Bias yA 
Memoirs of Mr. David Goodell. 


Died, at Pomfret, April 25th, 1817, Mr: 
David Goodeli, aged 64. Of the pareniage 
and early lite of Mr. G. che wrier knows 
butlittle. It appears, from the records of 
the church in this place, that in infancy, his 

parents dedicated him to God in the ordi- 
nance of baptism. It was his tavored lot 
also to serve an apprenticeship with a pi- 
ous man, who gave him good instruction, 
and often prayed with and for him. But 
msiead of being persuaded by the en.reaties 
of his master, to attend to the one thing 
needful, he became an avowed opposer of 
religion. He embraced sentiments not only 
erroneous, but extremely dangerous to the 
soul. He wished to believe in universal 
salvation; yet, as be afterwards trankly 
acknowledged, he never felt fully satisfied 
with his owo scheme. He had many fears, 
Jest he should, at last, be found mistaken ina 
matier of tremendous importance. This it is 
easy to conerive, ofien gave him much anx- 
iety; and it is believed ‘that this is the case 
generally with those, who try to be infidels, 
or universalists, or any thing to escape the 
wrath of God without submitting to the 
hateful conditions of repentance, faich, and 
new obedience in order to be saved. How- 
ever confidently they may proless to believe 
their tavoriie scheme, they are not unfre- 
quently tormented with a secret fear that it 
may prove false, in which case they are 
lost forever. Though Mr. Goodell had his 
fears that universal salvation might not 
prove true, yet he felt pretty confident that 
if be were morally honest, be should be sa- 
ved, whatever might become of the dishon- 
est or immoral. He hated the distinguish- 
ing doctrines of the gospel most cordially. 
He was accustomed to attend public wor- 
ship ou the Sabbath, though he habitually 
quarrelled with the doctrines he heard. He 
had contracted a hahit of intemperance, 
spending bis time and bis money in ming- 
ling strong drink. It is said that he belong- 
ed to a society, who agreed to meet stated- 
fy atthe Tavern; if any one was absent, 
he was fined a certain quantity of that pois- 
onous liquor, which is destroying more than 
its thousands in our land. It is stated asa 
fact by one who knew, that fortwo years, 
he failed but twice of spending Sabbath eve- 
ning at the Tavern. In this state of mind, 
he passed the 62nd year of his age; a peri- 
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od of life a! which, these is too much reasog 
to fear, few are ever brought to the saving 
knowledge of Christ; when lo! God who 
is rich in mercy e#rrested him in his mad ¢a. 
reer to ruin, brought him to himself, and 
showed him hts sins and his danger. He lit. 
erally trembled at the wrath of God. His 
former hope, founded upon bis own moral 
honesty and upon a belief in universal sal- 
vation, perished in a moment like a spider's 
web. ‘This was in the summer of 1815. Ris 
disiress of mind was very great, bordering 
ai times on despair. Hell appeared to be 
laid naked before him; and he thought that 
he must inevitably sink into it. He was once 
opposed to religiéus conferences, but now 
he became anxious to attend them. He at- 
tended public worship as constantly as his 
infirm health would permit ; but he found no 
relief, norestto his soul. ‘The threatnings 
of the law all pointed at him, while the pro- 
mises of the gospel were intended for others, 
Soon after he was awakend, he beard a 
sermon from these words: * Cut it down ; 
why cumbereth it the ground ?” He thought 
his own case was described. He was the 
barren fig-tree; sentence was gone out a- 
gainst him; his doom was sealed; he was 
about to be cut down and cast into the fire. 
He was so affected that he was scarcely a- 
ble to get home. He forsook his compan- 
ions in iniquity and threw away the intoxi- 
cating cup. For about fourteen months, he 
went about weary and heavy laden, solemn- 
ly impressed with the thought that there 
was no mercy for him. He appeared to be 
disposed to gloom and melancholy, and 
fearful apprehensions were entertained that 
he was under temptations to destroy him- 
self. None can conceive of his distress, 
hut those who bave travelled in the same 
path. At length however, there is reason 
to believe the Lord appeared for bis deliv- 
erance ; light suddenly broke in upon his 
mind ; and he seemed to find great joy and 
peace in believing. The invitation given 
by Christ to the weary and heavy laden, 
was emphatically precious to his soul. He 
appeared to dwell upon it with great de- 
light; when the invitation was repeated, 
bis countenance was often lighted witha 
glow of joy and animation, which indicated 
that pence reigned within. Christians who 
conversed freely with him, thought that he 
gave good evidence of having passed from 
death nnto life. He was not ashamed to 
own his Lord; to declare what Christ had 
done for his soul. 

The last time that he ever appeared in 
the house of God, tottering with infirmities 
and with age, he publicly professed his faith 
in Christ, and his bope of pardon and life 
through him, and united with the church in 
commemorating the death of Christ in the 
ordinance of the Supper, This was on the 
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irst Sabbath in January last. The circum- 
ciances under which be went to the sanctu- 

ary to name the name of Christ, strikingly 
jisplayed the strength and ardour of bis 
love to the Saviour, and showed that it was 
his delight to be found walking ia all the 
anules and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
less. 

From the time of his entertaining a hope 
in Septeynber till ihe day of bis death, he 
appeared to derive much comfort from reli- 
zion It istrue, he had seasons ot dark- 
ness and doubt; bu: they were of short dn- 
ratiun. being succeeded by re:arning light 
and comfort. During his last sickness which 
was must distressing and of twe months 
coutinuance he maunilested great paiience 
and resignation; frequently sayimg tbat 
God knew what was best tor him, and he 
was willing to be in his hands. Amidst 
great distress of body, he professed to enjoy 
peace of miad, and to find steady consola- 
tion in religion. His faich in Christ ap- 
peared to be vigorous, and rather to in- 
crease as he approached ‘he end of lite. 

He was often most feelingly affected when 
the dying love ef Chiist was mentioned, and 
would exclain, “*Q blessed Redeemer, bles- 
sed Redeemer!” When reminded in the 
mids: of his dist ess that he still had occa- 
sion 'o sing of mercy. as he was not with- 
out hope of an incerest in Christ; be would- 
cry out, * what could {do now withouta 
hope ? what could Ldo ?” Heseemed to 
have a most lively sense of e-ernal things, 
and of the infinite importance of religion in 
the day of death. When the case of the 
impenicent sinner was mentioned, who is 
driven away in his wickedress, he would 
exclaim “O dreadful! dreadful!’ When 
ihe case of the righteous was adverted to, 
who has hope in his dea.b, joy sparkled in 
his countenance, plainly discovering that a 
calm serenity reigned in hissoul. As he 
drew near tbe time of his dissolution, he 
seemed no stranger to the sentiments ex- 
pressed by the poet. 


Jesus, the beau'ies of thy face, 
Have overpowering charins ; 

Rcarce shall I feel death’s cold embrace, 
if « brist be in my arws. 


In short, he had hope in his death; a hope 
which appeared to be as an anchor to bis 
both sure and stedfast ; a hope, of 
which there is reason to think, he has not 
been made ashamed. Perhaps the cases 
sre not frequent, in which the triumphs of 
xrace are more conspicuous than in that of 
Mr.G. An: are not such ins‘ances of the 
power of the Gospel worthy of remem- 
branee ? Are they not admirably calculated 
to confirm our faith in ‘he great doctrines of 
the Bible? With such an instance of the 
power of divine grace before our eyes, how 
futile are the arguments of the infidel to con- 
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vince us that our religion is not from heav- 
en. Such insiances ought also to bave 
weight with those who are disposed to reject 
the distinguishing doc:rines of the gospel. 

‘There can be no effect without a couse. 
Now where shall we look for any adequate 
cause for the greatchange wroughi in Mr. 
G.if we deny the doctrines of grace? Itis 
evidently the work of God, and it affords 
nos: convincing proof of the truth and real- 
ity of our holy religion. Letus pity those 
who despise u, while they wonder, marvel, 
and perish. 


Pomfrit, 1817. JAMES PORTER. 





Extract of a letter, from a young gentle- 
man in Virginia, to his friends i 
Providence. 

“When we arrived at Fredericks- 
burg, we found that the session of the 
Episcopal Convention had just com- 
meuced. I attended church twice 
each day for a week, which was the 
length of session, where I heard preach- 
ing which I am sure has not been exa 
celled in e! loquence i aud zeal (would [ 
could say in effvet) since the apostolic 
age. We had there another Paul— 
now a Paul in religious eloquence and 
enthusiastic devotion to the service of 
God, as he was for merly a Paul’ in 
wickeffness, and in mad opposition to 
the truths of the Gospel. J must tel: 
you liis story. Ue wasa native of 
Virginia, a man of family, fortune, 
and education, and emphatically “a 
man of the world.” He had a slave of 
pious disposition, who had been taught 
to read and was inthe habit of col- 
lecting the blacks in the neighborhood; 
for the purpose of re ading and ex-- 
plaining to them the scriptures, and 
of prayer.—This coming to R. C’s 
knowledge, the slave was ordered to 
be severely flogged ; and was at the 
same time forbidden to preach, or to 
hold a meeting again, on pain of a se- 
vere punishment. As he was riding 
home one evening soon after, he pass- 
ed a cabin where he heard the voice 
of his slave as engaged in prayer.— 
He dismounted in. high displeasure, 
and with bis whip in his hand, went to 
the door, where, pausing, he heard the 
negro fervently praying God to forgive 
his master,even as he forgave him. The 
prayer was heard—conviction seized 
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the sinner, and he sunk pale and tremb- 
Jing upon his knees, joining the as- 
tonished negroes in earpest prayer to 
God for furgiveness. He has been 
preaching about twelve months, with 
astonishing success.” 





The Treasurer of the American Bi- 
bie Society, acknowledges the receipt 
of $3569,54, from the 6th of May last, 
to the 4th of June inclusive. 

In the list of donations, We notice 
the following : from the Hon. Wm. 
Tilghman, of Penn. one of the Vice- 
President $100. 

From Wm. Wilson, John V. Varick, 
and Wim. Bayard, allof N. Y. $150 
each, which constitutes tifem directors 
for life. 

Rev. James Milnor, N.Y. Rev. Tim- 
motliy Clowes, Albany; Rev. E. Cor- 
nelius, Rev. Ira Hart, Stonington, Con. 
Rev. Dr. David Porter, Catskill ; Rev. 
Join Moody, Middle Springs, Penn. 
Rev. Brown Emerson,Salem Mas. Rev. 
S. P. Williams, Mansfield, Conn. Rev. 
Heman Humphrey, Fairfield, Conn. 
Rev. Zebulon Ely, Lebanon, Conn. 
Rev. James Noyes, Wallingford, Conn. 
Rev. Nathaniel S. Prime, Cambridge. 
Rev. William F. Rowland, Exefer ; 
Rev. Nathaniel G. Huntington, Wood- 
bridge, Conn. $30 each: Presented 
generally by societies or individuals, 
in their respective parishes, consti- 
tute them members for life. 





How the heathen shame us ! 


Will they not rise up in judgment 
@vainst the thoughtless multitude, who 
idle away the Sabbath in sight of the 
house of God, without ever entering 
its doors to hear the Gospel ? 


As I satin my room (writes a Mission- 
ary from Antigua)I could see the people run- 
niog in companies, at various distances. 
They took every short cut : the young and 
the stout passing before the old and infirm, 
and the Jatter pressing on with all their 
night, stretching their heads and arms for- 
ward, every effort bespeaking the eager- 
ness of their very souls to hear the marvel- 
lous history how Jesus the Son of God gave 
himself a sacrifice for sinners. The chap- 

el was soon filled, and the last comers had 
% etand before the doors zand windows. 








Variety. 


When I began to read, the most eager at. 
tention was visible in every countenance, 
In the evening the chapel was again 
crowded; and when, at the words, he bow. 
ed his head and gave up the ghost, ihe congre- 
gation fell on their knees, such an awful and 
hear'-melting sense of the atoning death of 
Jesus pervaded the whole wssembly, that 
some wept aloud. 


POETRY. 
For the Relizious Intelligencer. 
‘© NOT MY WILL: BUT THINE BE DONE.” 


I am thy fountein: pour me at thy will, 
Empty, the source, which thou alone 
eould’se fill; 
Increase, rem»ve, diminish, or destroy, 
And meke thy will my lesson, and my joy. 
As the shorn lamb, that no resistance makes, 
When its light fleece the lordlykeepertukes, 
And when its biood the thirsty verdure dies, 
Still meekly lifts its supplicacing eyes, . 
As that pure victim, who on calvary slain, 
‘Taught us to suffer; not revile again, 
Thus should the Christian boav to earthly ill, 
Resign’d, rejoicing, in bis Makeis rs, 





Worihy of example. 

The “ Bethany Tract Society” has been 
formed in Livingston County, Kentucky. 
The members agree to abstain entirely from 
the free use of ardent spirits, and use their 
personal influence to deter others from in- 
duiging in so pernicious a practice ; and re- 
prove and discountepance profane swear- 
ing, Sabbath-breaking, gambling, &e.—The 
object of this Society is explicitly stated by 
the Managing Cominittee in the following 
words :-—** ‘The members of our Society are 
few in number, and of low worldly circt, 1- 
stances; but hearing of the great things 
which God has done in other parts of the 
world by means of a few religious tracts, 
we are encouraged to contribute vur mite, 
humbly hoping that God, who has chosen 
the weak things of this world to confound 
the things that ere mighty, will make such 
ause of this little Sociery, as that it may 
prove a blessing, not only to the members, 
but likewise to many of our poor neighs, 
bours, who are destitute of the common 
means Of grace and instruction.” A Fe- 
male Society has also been formed in the 
same piace forthe distribution of Tracts.— 
Chilicothe Recorder. 


NOTICE. 


The General Association of the State of 
Connecticut meet in East-Guilford, on 
Tuesday the 17th instant, 
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